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The Legacy of Jesus, John 13-16: First of Ten, Proof of His Love,

All of us at one point or another have
either received an inheritance or
thought about receiving one. That's
something very familiar to human ex-
perience. And although you may have
not really thought about it, all of us, in
some sense or another, have received
legacies of some kind. If it isn't mon-
ey, or some worthwhile object that is
left to us, it is mementos of the lives of
people who are very dear to us. My
mother, for example, has things from
her mother that are very precious to
her that she was left by virtue of her
mother’s death. There are people
whose children leave home, get mar-
ried, and move away, and all of a sud-
den, all the little things that belonged
to that child become especially mean-
ingful. And all of us know what it is to
have a legacy, to have something left
to us. And that's precisely what was in
the heart of Jesus in John 13-16.

His ministry among men was over in
John 12. He then spent John 13-16
with His disciples. It all occurred in a
few hours in one place, the upper
room. It occurred the night before His
crucifixion. Just before He died, He
gave to the disciples, and consequent-
ly to all of us throughout history, His
last will and testament. He said, “This
is what | am leaving you.” It is the
Christian’s Legacy. This is our inher-
itance in Christ. If somebody asks me,
“What, as a Christian, do you possess
that | don’t have?” | say, “l possess

everything Jesus gave in John 13-16."
Jesus didn't ask anything of His disci-
ples, in particular. Oh, there were a
few exhortations scattered thinly in the
conversation. But basically, the flow
was, “Here is what | am leaving
you. Here is what | offer you. Here is
what | give you.” This, in turn, is what
we can offer to people who don't yet
know Christ, and say, “Here is a good
reason to come to Christ. Hear, listen
to His legacy.” These are my most
treasured possessions—in this whole
world, if | really think seriously about it
and think about what is worthwhile in
my life, | would have to say that the
most precious things | possess in this
world are recorded here in this pas-
sage—all these things that belong to
me, because of Jesus’s gifts to me. |
don’t own anything materially that
means anything to me. The things
Jesus gave me in this passage mean
everything to me--and to you, as well.
Jesus was about to die. He had
announced His death to them in sever-
al different ways, particularly in Jn
12:24, when He talked about the seed
falling into the ground and dying and
bringing forth fruit. In John 11, He
said He was going to die: “/ must go to
Jerusalem.” There had been several
occasions when He dropped that truth
on them. But here He really nailed it
down. “..Jesus said, ‘Now is the Son of
Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him. If
God be glorified in Him, God shall also

glorify Him in Himself, and shall soon glori-
fy Him.” John 13:31. He was saying,
“Now is the time,” and He meant His
death, resurrection, and return to the
Father. Later that night He said,
‘Father, | have glorified You on earth. Now
glorify Me with You with the glory | had
before the world began,” Jn 17:4-5. The
great apex of glorifying God occurred
at the cross, the resurrection, and the
ascension. Jesus was saying, “Itis
now time for that.”

“Little children, yet a little while | am with
you,”13:33. | won’t be here long, and
“you shall seek Me and as | said unto the
Jews, Where | go you cannot come,’ so
now | say to you.” Now, what do you
imagine was the reaction of the disci-
ples? For three years, all they had
had known was the presence of Jesus
Christ. For three years, He had been
everything in their world. When they
needed their taxes paid, He got a fish
and took their taxes out of its
mouth. When they needed food, He
created it. When they needed truth, He
taught it. When they needed comfort,
He gave it. When they needed re-
buke, they got it. They had known
nothing but the supply, and the suste-
nance, and the presence of Jesus, the
manna from heaven, Jn 6:31-35, and
they had leaned on Him so hard that it
was as if they would hit the floor if He
moved. “What are we going to
do? You can't mean this.” Peter on
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“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love,” John 15:9

one occasion even said, “Lord, it'll never
happen. Let it not be,” Mt 16:22.

How did they respond here in the up-
per room? “Simon Peter said to Him,
‘Lord, where are You going?’ Jesus said,
‘Where | go you cannot follow Me,””

13:36. Peter didn’t really want to know
where He was going; he wanted to
know how he could get there. So Jesus
did not answer the question he asked;
He answered the question He knew
was in his mind. You can’t come, Pe-
ter, but you will later. “Peter said, ‘Lord,
why can't | come?” 13:37. He sounded
like a kid. “What do you mean | can't
come? ['ll die for You. If You're going
to die and go, then I'll die and go with
You.” He could not conceive of exist-
ence apart from Jesus Christ. To him, it
wouldn’t even be living. Jesus said,
“Stop letting your heart be troubled,” 14:1.
When He announced that He was leav-
ing, they fell apart. So He said,

“Stop. Stop letting your heart be trou-
bled.” “Thomas said unto Him, ‘Lord, we
know not where You go; and we don’t know
the way,” 14:5. You're going to leave us,
and we don’t know how to get where
You're going to be. Later He said, “Stop
letting your heart be troubled. Neither let it
be afraid,” 14:27. They were in tremen-
dous anxiety and fear. Jesus was eve-
rything to them. His very presence was
their security, and they were troubled,
they were afraid.

They were dominated by fear and
sorrow. “But now | go away to Him who
sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where
are You going?' But because | have said
these things to you, sorrow has filled your
heart,” 16:5-6. Nobody really asked
where He was going; they just asked
the way to get there. So Jesus said,
“Your attitude is one of sorrow. It has
filled your heart.” Filled means domi-
nated. They were crying; they were
sobbing on the inside. They could never
conceive of a life without Christ. There
was no way they could relate to
that. You think you're heartbroken
when you lose a loved one?

You couldn’t even begin to conceive of
what it would be like to live in the pres-
ence of the spotless, sinless, perfect

Son of God, with all of His unbelievable

love and sympathy and perfection in
every single possible human relation-
ship, and then to understand that He
would be gone, and you didn’t know
where He’d be or how to get there. So
they were afraid.

Jesus, rather than being concerned
with His own death, which was coming
in a matter of hours, always exhibiting
perfect sympathy, was far more con-
cerned with them than He was with
Himself. So He spent John 13-16 to
tell them what He was going to leave
them. “I know I'm going, but this is
what | want to leave you.” His point
was, “It's better for Me to go, because if
| don’t go, you can’t have these
things.” The idea is that when He fin-
ished all His work on the cross and then
arose, they would say, “Lord, we under-
stand. It's best for You to go.”

So what did He leave them? What did
Jesus leave as a legacy to His disciples
and to all those who trust Him? We can
find ten legacies here.

1. proof of His love. The first thing we
learn as kids going to Bible class is
“Jesus loves me, this | know, for the
Bible tells me so.” Often the first verse
we ever learn is, “God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son,” Jn
3:16. That is the basic message—but if
He had said “I love you” for three years,
and then He said, “I'm leaving,” | might
say to myself, “If He loves me, how can
He leave me?”

It would be like falling in love with
somebody, and your love for that per-
son was absolutely the perfect love. But
then one day that person said, “I love
you truly. | love you absolutely. | love
you with no reservations. But I've got to
go. I'mleaving, and I'll never see you
again.” That would be hard to han-

dle. That's essentially what hap-
pened. The disciples could have said,
“Did He really love us?” Jesus wanted
to make sure they knew He loved them,
so He gave proof of his love. Look at
John 13. Beautiful. If I had been an
apostle, whenever anything would
come into my mind to question whether
Jesus loves me—and | have that ques-
tion, because I'm not the most lovable

person—I| would immediately go right
back to John 13 to this great truth: “Now
before the feast of the Passover, when
Jesus knew that His hour had come that He
should depart from this world to the Father,
having loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end... Jesus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into His
hands, and that He had come from God and
was going to God, rose from supper and laid
aside His garments, took a towel and girded
Himself,” 13:1-4. Now, get the pic-

ture. The disciples were all eating,
because they were in a hurry and be-
cause they were arguing about who
was going to be the greatest in the king-
dom. Because of that argument, and
the absence of a servant who normally
would do this, nobody bothered to wash
their feet—and of course, that provided
the perfect opportunity for the Lord. He
took off His outer garment, put a towel
around His waist and washed their feet.
And, of course, when He came to Peter,
Peter said, “Lord, are You going to
wash my feet? | can’t conceive of

this. You're God. What are You do-
ing?” And Jesus said, “What | do, you do
not know, but you will know after this,”13:6-
7. What he meant was, “You don't under-
stand the total act of humiliation. You don't
understand what I'm trying to show

you. What I'm trying to show you is that |
love you, Peter. And it's partly now, and it's
going to be partly in a little while, that you're
going to know it. You're going to know it
now from My foot washing, and you're going
to know it a little later from My death. You're
going to know | love you.”

Peter said, “You will never wash my
feet. lwon'tallow it.” Jesus said, “If |
don’t wash you, you're not going to
have any part with Me.” Peter said,
“Lord, not my feet only, but my hands
and my head.” Give me a bath, Lord, in
those conditions, 13:8-9. Then Jesus
said, “You call Me Master and Lord, men.
You say well, for | am. And if | am your Lord
and Master, and have washed your feet, you
sure ought to wash one another’s feet. Forl
gave you an example that you should do as
I have done to you. Verily, verily | say to
you, the servant is not greater than the lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that
sent him. If you know these things, blessed/
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Let your faith be seen in 2014
“I rejoice to see your good order

and the steadfastness of your faith
in Christ.” —Colossians 2:5

Legacy of Jesus, from p. 2

happy are you if you do them,” 13:13-

17. Jesus was saying, “l give you a
pattern. | give you a model, an exam-
ple of love. | washed your feet.”

In 13:34 Jesus west back to the idea
of the foot washing: “A new command-
ment | give unto you: that you love one
another; as | have loved you, that you also
love one another.” Notice that Jesus was
saying, in effect, “You say, 'How did
You love us? By doing what? Washing
your feet.”” You see, v. 1, He loved
them to perfection. He loved them to
the limit. That's fine for Him to feel, but
how did He demonstrate it? He demon-
strated it by washing their feet, and then
He said, “See, that's how | showed My
love to you. That's how | expect you to
show your love to each other, by hum-
ble service; by stooping to the place of
meekness. | love you.”

If Jesus were here, He would have no
greater joy than to wash your feet. But |
would be like Peter. If the Lord came
around and started to wash my feet, |
would say, “Lord, get up. This will nev-
erdo.” But, you see, He was saying, ‘|
love you,” and He had to do more than
say it to convince these men with the
broken hearts. So he proved it by doing
something that was truly an act of
love. The beautiful thing is that woven
into John 13 is the backdrop of Judas’s
betrayal—and He even loved him. He
even washed his feet. He loves us.

But there’s more. The proof of love,
given this last night, didn't just end
there. He went back to the same theme
again. Remember, this was all in a
matter of a few hours on the same
evening, so the whole conversation just
weaves itself back and forth. “These
things have I spoken unto you that my joy
might remain in you and that your joy might
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be full.” Now listen: “This is My command-
ment, that you love one another, as | have
loved you,” Jn 15:11-12. Then He took it a
step further, saying: “Greater love has no
one than this, than to lay down his life for his
friends,” 15:13. And then He made the
key statement: “And you are My friends,”
15:14. Remember what Jesus said in
John 13?7 He said to Peter, “Now,
Peter, I'm doing this now, and you'll
understand more later.” Jesus was
saying, ‘I love you, Peter. Let Me show
it, will you, by washing your feet, and
then later I'll show it by laying down My
life for you.” “Greater love has no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” He wanted them to have a mod-
el, a pattern. So He said, “Will you think
about this when you see Me on the
cross? Thatis Me loving you.” ltisn't
just a lesson, you see. ltisn'tjusta
sermon. It's proof, “God demonstrated,
proved His love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” Rm 5:8.
[ don't question the love of Jesus for
me. | could question it; under certain
conditions, | could say, “I'm not the most
lovable person. | am certainly not the
most obedient person. | fail. I'm
unfaithful. There is sin in my life at
times. |don’t always do the things |
want to do. | usually want to do the right
things, but | don’t always fulfill
them. And if it was the fact that You
loved me on the basis of what | am, I'd
be in a lot of trouble.” But if | questioned
whether He loved me or not, | would go
back to this particular passage, and |
would say, “But, Lord, if You were here,
You'd wash my feet, and You surely did
die for me.” Those two acts have got to
the greatest acts of love—condescend-
ing meekness and death. What did
Jesus leave us? What is part of His
legacy? One fantastic thing that begins
it all: He left us the proof of His
love. And we can go through our whole
lives knowing that Jesus Christ loves
us. That's exciting!
Next week: The second legacy Jesus

gave us is the hope of heaven.
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elders’-deacons” meeting this
afternoon following pm service

PRAY FOR healing, protection, help, and
comfort here and away

Jennifer Clayton, former member—severe lyme
disease; heart, spine, neuro issues; in CA
Monica Thompson—cold

Chad Meyers of Smoky Hil—acute renal failure
Brittany Tope’s mother—breast cancer back;
grandmother—on dialysis

Hadderses’ nephew Zeke—broken femur in KY
Christine Adams—recovering from ankle sur-
gery with 14 pins & plate; homebound till Dec;
see Judy Sartin to co-ordinate meals

Virginia Menard—ankle injury; knee pain

Eric Perry—intensive dental work for awhile
Sylvia Chapman, Brett's grandmother—
third stage pancreatic cancer; chemo

Giles Free—seizure from fall; confined at home

Ed Fink—prostate cancer; current treatment for
brain tumors. Undergoing chemo this month
Judy Sartin’s son, Dave Sartin—calitis and
severe depression; needs new job; Judy’s friend,
Vicky Keys, to begin radiation after mastectomy
Remember Sandra Hampton and Elaine
Isbell, who have returned to Christ and
need our prayers and help for strength to
walk with God. Berney Charo’s friend in Neb,
Paul Alfaro also recently retumed to the Lord and
needs prayers for strength

CHRONIC CONDITIONS

Logan Corray; Addison Tope; Christian
Harrod; Rocco Jr; Pat Wilkes, Tim
Huelsman—asthma

Bill Dennis—adjusting pacemaker and meds
Nell Free—pacemaker, heart; back pain
Autumn Hadders—epilepsy; celiac disease
Jonathan Hadders—rheumatoid arthritis
Danielle Huelsman—vertigo, CV syndrome
Hannah HueIsman—poéycythemia, thickening of
blood; heart murmur, acid reflu, chest pain

Kirk Johnson—MS

Menards—aging; Lloyd, diabetes, weak;
Virginia, macular degeneration; high BP
Sandra Perry—neuropathy from diabetes
Cheryl Reames—diverticulitis; fibromyalgia
Judy Sartin—spinal stenosis; arthritis
Judy and Mike Strand—hepatitis trtment
Lynda Szymanski—COPD, lung weakness
Rejoice Michael Fryman and Michelle
Franke have chosen to work and worship with the
West-side church. Contact info:
mfryman@mymail.mines.edu 859-954-0499
mfranke@mymail. mines.edu 719-685-6987
Mina Gonzalez is the proud grandmother (6th) of
Raiden Kemit Gonzalez. 7 |b 9 oz, bom 11/6/14
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Exposing current thoughts & trends

Five Things the Election Taught Us, by Jim Daly

We can learn five lessons from this year's campaign:
1. The Pendulum Is Certain. If politics during the last few election
cycles has taught us anything, it's that the pendulum tends to shift back
and forth, so it's unwise to put all our faith in politicians. “Some trust in
horses and chariots but we trust in the Lord our God,” Ps 20:7. Public policy
involvement through voting is part of our responsibility as Christians and
even an act of love for our neighbor. (It's part of Jesus’ command to
love our neighbor. God created the institution of government to restrain
evil and encourage human flourishing, Rm 13. So as citizens blessed to
live in a representative republic like ours, we have an obligation to work
toward the best government we can possibly have, for the benefit of all
our neighbors.) But we must do it all from that perspective that our trust
isn’'t in the process, but in our Lord.
2. The Process Is Difficult. The pundits and commentators frequently
talked about “hard-won” battles. Elections are won when people get
involved and talk about the issues with their neighbors, explain why
voting is important, volunteer, serve, and vote. It isn’t easy or conven-
ient. It can take its toll on us. But it's important. Some people work at
great personal sacrifice. We applaud and thank them.
3. Our Values Are Not Always Mainstream. Although most Ameri-
cans still generally support traditional one-man, one-woman marriage,
the sanctity of life, and religious freedom, many intellectual elites will
often scoff at such ideals. It might not be popular to talk about tradition-
al marriage, but in the coming days, standing up for these types of Bibli-
cal principles will require a spirit of winsome boldness.
4. Politics Is a Battle for the Mind and Heart. Just like we would nev-
er browbeat someone into loving us or push someone into a relationship
with Jesus Christ, the candidates who tend to do best are the ones who
try to win our hearts as well as our minds. They don't simply bury us in
facts; they tell us a compelling story and we’re drawn to them on a per-
sonal level. This is exactly how we're to engage others. If winning the
right-to-life argument was merely a matter of the facts, we would have
won decades ago. The facts align with a Biblical worldview. It's up to
us to win the argument by winning over a person’s heart.
5. In the End, All is Well. But We Still Have a Lot of Work to Do!
Elections matter because: 1) they involve people—people whom God
loves, and 2) they can have serious consequences. But we need not
fret or fear like people without the hope of eternity. That said, we're not
to be blasé either. We were not put on this earth to mark time, but in-
stead to be salt and light, Mt 5:13-16. As such, we have the luxury of
living with a godly confidence, Is 30:15. We can't lose!
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Qoseralbly. Schedute

Sunday
Bible classes 9:00 am
Morning assembly 10:00 am
Afternoon assembly 1:30 pm
Wednesday
Bible classes 7:30 pm

Sunday morning
+ adult Bible class, Lesson 5, “A Child of
God: the Disciple’s Security,” Kenny Boyd

* Sermon, “Why Should One Believe the Bi-
ble?” Jim Reingrover

Sunday afternoon
* Lord’s Supper, “Living Like Christ” lesson,
Jeff Wilkes

Wednesday night: Studies from Ezekiel.
Get materials for both Sunday and Wednes-
day adult classes from website under
“Member Files.”



