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Mothers Who Choose the Best, vy Rovert Massey

Today's mothers have no easy task.
Mothers now are probably as busy as
at any other time in history. Expecta-
tions for women have changed. To-
day, a woman is expected not only to
cook the bacon, but also to bring it
home. Even though she may work 40
hours, she is still expected to be the
housekeeper. She is expected to cook
the meals, wash the clothes, and take
care of the children. Her day is often
from sunup to long after sundown.
She may be expected to be the “super
mom”—the woman who attempts to
have it all: a great career, a beautiful
house, well-behaved children. Re-
gardless of time schedules and calen-
dar organizers, there are still only 24
hours in a day. With all that is ex-
pected, many women try to cut cor-
ners in order to make for time for a
busy day. The problem with this is
that the spiritual life is often what gets
cut or overlooked. Many women (and
men as well) fail to make time for God.
If they focus only on the material and
neglect the spiritual, they will not be
fulfilled and happy. And “If momma’s
not happy, nobody’s happy.” Today’s
women, through motherhood, have the
greatest opportunity to mold the future.
But what future? What mold?

Scripture never mentions either Mar-
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tha or Mary as being mothers. How-
ever, Martha and Mary were women
who faced decisions that were im-
portant, with results that had eternal
consequences. Martha received Je-
sus into her house. No doubt Martha
wanted everything to be just right; she
was busy, working, while Mary, her
sister, was listening to the words that
Jesus taught. Jesus told Martha that
Mary had chosen the better part. Luke
mentions them only in 10:38-42 and
shows three differences between
them. Though today we're looking at
women, and particularly mothers, this
text applies to everyone, so see where
you fit in, remembering that Mary
chose the better part, the one (and by
implication only) needful thing.
. A difference in focus. Each woman
had a different focus. A focus is “the
point where reflected light rays come to-
gether, the center.” Here focus means
what they were concerned about, what
was the center of their lives. Luke tells
us that Martha was concerned about
serving. She was excited. Jesus was
coming to her house. She wanted
everything to be just right. Jesus was
the honored guest, and it was custom-
ary to prepare a meal. She was busy
serving the Master.

We all know people who spend all
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Isaiah 64:8

their time being busy. They serve on
every committee at work or volunteer-
ing. The take pride in being busy.
They even accept every task in the
church. They organize Bible school
and home studies, they teach Bible
classes, they lead service. If there’s
work in the church, they do their best
to do it. They do all this work, yet they
never find the time to develop a closer
relationship with Jesus. Did you know
that you can be too busy for the Lord?
He knows that being busy isn’t neces-
sarily being fruitful or productive—and
He wants us to be fruitful.

Serving the Lord, being involved in
His work is good. God has a work for
every single one of us. Classes need
to be taught, and work needs to be
done. Only 10% of any group’s at-
tendance is active in performing the
work of that group. No wonder so
many people suffer burnout. With so
few people working, some people do
the work of 3-4 and get too busy to
develop a closer relationship with God.
They're having to do their job plus
someone else’s. But the only way to
avoid burnout in the Lord’s work is to
be close to Him. Martha’s service was
a good thing. The problem was in
“distraction” and in “much serving.” Mar-
tha was distracted by serving. The
Greek word here for serving is dia-
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“One thing | have desired of the LORD, that | will seek: to dwell in the house of the

LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His tem-

konia. Our word “deacon” comes from
this word. Serving is a good thing, but
Martha had allowed it to become the
center of her attention. She was en-
cumbered, or burdened, with much
serving. The key word is much. All
her energy, all her attention, and all
her focus was on serving. Some might
attempt to psychoanalyze her and say
that perhaps she suffered from low self
-esteem and was attempting to over-
compensate by her serving. Others
might say that she was a “type A” per-
sonality. Theologians might say that
she was “works based,” a person who
thinks that she can please the Lord by
her works. We don’t know any of this.
But we do know that she was not fo-
cused on the best thing, and that was
Jesus, the Christ.

Think what a tragedy it is to have the
Lord of the universe in your house and
be too busy to hear what He has to
say! There are people who sit in as-
semblies every Sunday in the pres-
ence of the Lord whose thoughts are
10,000 miles away. They're too busy
to hear what the Lord has to say. And
this is not just confined to “church
work.” Some parents who labor hard
on the job, working to build a future for
their children, working to build a good
home for their families, never give
thought to the spiritual needs of their
children. Thank God for every mother
who takes the time to teach her chil-
dren about the Word of God and for
every father who pays enough atten-
tion to the Word of God that he can
teach it to his children. "Do not labor for
the food which perishes, but for the food
which endures to everlasting life, which the
Son of Man will give you, because God the
Father has set His seal on Him," Jn 6:27.
Jesus said not to put all your energy
into what is only temporary. Some
parents work and lay up for their chil-
dren, but when they are gone, their

children waste everything in just a
short time. It not appreciated but is
taken for granted. But the Word of
God—which produces enduring faith—
lasts through eternity.
II. A difference in fellowship. Now
notice Mary, who was sitting at the feet
of Jesus and heard His word. Moth-
ers, are you hearing His Word today?
Are you taking the time to listen to
Jesus? Are you focused upon Him?
Mary was focused on Jesus and His
Word. She chose the better part.
She literally sat down right in front of
the feet of Jesus. She wanted to get
as close to Him as she possibly could.
She didn’t want to miss a word of what
He was saying. She knew who He is.
To be at someone’s feet is a place of
closeness. She was tied or anchored
to Him, resting at His feet. Are you
close to Jesus? Are you this close?
Today you are as close to Jesus as
you want to be. You may give excus-
es, but Jesus desires for you to be
close to Him. If you are not as close to
Him as you want to be, or as you used
to be, guess who moved? You have
been called into fellowship with Christ.
“God is faithful, by Whom you were called
into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord,”1 Cor 1:9. Mary knew that to
receive fully from Jesus, she must shut
everything else out and focus on being
close to Him. You see, it all comes
down to priorities. For Mary, fellowship
with Christ was the priority in her life.
Unlike Mary, Martha was not in a
specific location. “But Martha was cum-
bered about with much serving,” Lk 10:40.
She was probably here and there:
frantically fluttering in one place and
then in another within the house. The
Greek word perispao literally means
“dragged all around,” “drawn away,”
“encumbered/burdened,” or “distracted.”
She was letting her tasks draw her
away from Christ. Remember, she

was the one who received Christ into
her home. She was the one who wel-
comed Him, yet now, other things had
become more important, and she was
drawn away from the One she needed
to hear the most. How many times do
we receive Christ into the home of our
hearts, welcome Him, and then allow
other things to consume us and draw
our attention away from Him? If we
are not careful, we will be like the soil
that received the seed with joy, yet
because we do not take the time to
establish and root ourselves in fellow-
ship with Him, the rocks and stones of
our lives don't allow the seed to grow,
Mt 13:20. Then we become over-
whelmed with our troubles and cares
and die out spiritually. This is a grave
danger. “Therefore we must give the
more earnest heed to the things we have
heard, lest we drift away,” Heb 2:1. What
must we do in order to drift away?
Absolutely nothing. The currents of
life, cares, and temptations will natural-
ly cause us to drift away.

A man once bought a boat and kept it
in the harbor on the coast of Florida. A
hurricane was brewing just off the
coast and was about to hit land. He
didn’t know what to do. He had made
a sizable investment in this boat and
didn’t want to lose it, so he asked for
advice. A friend who had experience
with both boats and hurricanes said:
“Don'’t attempt to tie the boat to the dock or
anything on land. It will be torn to pieces.
Here’s what you need to do—your only
hope is to anchor deep. Take four anchors
and drop them deep, and the boat will ride
out the storm.” That's good advice spir-
itually, as well. If we don’t want to drift
away, if we want our lives to mean
something, if we want to leave our
children an example of what it means
to be a Christian, anchor deep in fel-
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Exposing current thoughts & trends religious freedom

Marriage Rulings Threaten Dissenters, by Travis Weber

If the Supreme Court alters the law concerning “same-sex marriage” later this
year, it will be even more important to protect those who do not believe such
relationships can be marriages at all from being forced to violate their beliefs.
These would-be dissenters must be afforded the right to disagree and the free-
dom to live by their religious convictions. The American public overwhelmingly
supports this idea. Recent nationwide polling says that 81% of Americans be-
lieve government should leave people free to follow their beliefs about marriage
as they live their daily lives at work and in the way they run their businesses.

Yet around the country, these dissenters are being told by tribunals and courts
that they have no such rights in the face of statutes modifying the law’s treat-
ment of homosexuals, and thus, gay marriages. In almost all of these cases,
small-business owners are happy to serve everyone who walks in their door;
they just don’t want to be forced to violate their religious convictions by being
conscripted to participate in a specific ceremony they view as morally wrong.
For example, they are happy to sell a cake to a gay customer, but they don’t
want to be forced to create a wedding cake for a gay wedding. There is a sub-
stantial difference. These businessmen don’t want to be forced to take part in
dedicating a marriage unto God that they believe violates God’s commands
against homosexual conduct. The issue is what the dissenters believe. If they
are forced to create a cake or flowers specifically to celebrate a same-sex wed-
ding ceremony, they are being forced to violate their consciences regarding
what they believe to be morally wrong.

We do not have to agree with dissenters to support legal protections for their
views. We might support legal protections for conscientious objectors to a mili-
tary draft, even though we might not hold the same conscientious objection.
Likewise, we should be able to support the right of those who, having moral
qualms about same-sex marriage, desire to opt out of situations forcing them to
approve of such marriages, tacitly or overtly. Their legal right to dissent must be
protected. So far, it has not been. One necessary protection for these dissent-
ers are state Religious Freedom Restoration Acts (RFRA) similar to the one
signed into federal law by President Bill Clinton in 1993. RFRAs simply protect
sincere conscientious objectors of all religions from over-intrusive government
regulation burdening their religious practice. RFRAs are not a *blank check” for
doing anything one wants in the name of religion. There is no record of RFRAs
being used to avoid nondiscrimination laws. Such a problem just doesn't exist.

On the other hand, many same-sex-marriage advocates believe they have a
“blank check” to root out anyone with dissenting opinions—even those held in
private. Yet the public record is clear: business owners are shunned for nothing
but their beliefs, and public officials are fired for their religious views on mar-
riage, even when the government—by its own admission—does not possess
one allegation that the business or official ever acted in a discriminatory manner.
Americans increasingly have little trust in their government and want its intruding
tentacles out of their personal lives when it comes to telling them what to think
about marriage. We must protect the rights and views of those who dissent.
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damwlé} Schedule

Sunday

Bible classes 9:00 am

Morning assembly 10:00 am

Afternoon assembly 1:30 pm
Wednesday

Bible classes 7:30 pm

Sunday morning

+ adult Bible class, “Marriage Boot
Camp: Basic Training in Communica-
tion, Jim Reingrover Please pray for mar-
riage in the US, for our marriages, and for those
seeking marriage to find faithful partners

* Sermon, “The Difference a Mother Can
Make,” Jim Reingrover

Sunday afternoon, singing

Feeding on His Word Reading
Everyone is invited to an open Bible reading of
Exodus 1-20 next Sunday evening, May 17, at 4
pm, light supper after, at the Reameses’ house.
See Joel Walker for schedule.




